Riley, Kate

From: Zoe Lentz

Sent: Sunday, January 26, 2020 &:02 PM

To: City Council Riley, Kate: City Manager

Subject: Letter in Support of the Tobin School AVLUS Project and Early Education Opportunities

to be Increased in Cambridge

Dear Mayor Siddiqui, Vice-Mayor M allon, City Councillors and City Manager:

Weare wriing n support of the Tobin School/VLUS projed. Cambridge has a unique opportunity in this moment: to not
only build a net-zero school, but ako to address increasing enroliment inour public schools and move usforward in our
quest for universal preschool. This is a matter of equity in our city, and we should embrace itl

Weare the parents of a young son (born July 2016), who just began Special 5tart JK & the Cambridgeport Schoolin
September 2015, We have had our own journey. At 18 monthsour pedigrician (knowing we are a bilingual family and
my husband a non-native basic English gpesker wasthe primary caregiver) suggested speech pathology and/or Early
Intervention. We began working with a private speech pathologist in June 2018 at 23 months and then Early
Intervention in Felr 2019, We had been wait Isted for the 3-year old lottery, so decided to pursuetheroute of an IEP to
seeif hequalified for a goot in Cambridge P ublic 5chook. We where hopeful tha the right environment and additional
serviceswould help with the progress we weremaking with his soeech delay. We area mied race family: myself an
American born overseas in Saudi Arabiawho grew up on acompany compound on the Persian Guif and my husband, a
artist, dancer and drummer from Kaolack, Senegal We have had different lives, similar in some and vastly different in
others. One major difference isour education. |attended a community basad pre-schoolrun inthe company
compound, then K-8 at the company run schodl (baeed in American curriculum), followed by a private boarding school,
Weatminster Schoolin Simsbury, CT and then again private college, WPl in Worcester, MA. My husband however
attended no for mal school, speaks the Senegalese dialect, Wolof, that is predominately verbal and incorporates some
French vocabulary words, and ther efore has sruggledto kearn to read and write in his own Bnguazge and then

English. He & however atalented artst and afather that can teach our son many other lesons from life. My husband &
very motivaied and | often see that ¥ he had had theskillsthat lwastaught through out my educational career he would
be succesgfully reaching all the opportunites and ifegoals of his desire.

Our son may not benefit from the addional seatsthis new schoolwill provide, perhaps maybe in his following
educaional years prior to high-school. But my thoughts are ako for the families in my community whose liveswould be
changed by having greaer increased accessto free or afordable preschool chioices We know that high-qualicy early
educaion isvital to achild's long-term academic success. As acity, wehave been diecussing this ssuefor years. And yet
westill have marny familes who are unable to access those opportunities for their own children, through the luck of
their birthdaysor lottery numbers. As I'm sure you know, privae preschool optionsin the area are smply out of reach
for many families As| shared in our personal notesin the above paragraph, my husbands and my educaional
differences has a grest impact on our soc ibeconomic status. Until recently, we were a single-income family. And now
that my husband has returned to work post-child, we have incomes that match our respective educaion, skilks and
occupation. Iknow tha there areother families with similar experiences, | see Cambridge as a city with many cultural
influences, asmy own muki-cultural family sarted by the meeting of my husband and | right here in Central

Square. With that said, Cambridee now has agreat oppor tunity to move us closer to truly providing equal educaional
opportunity in thiscity that we again, should embrace.

Weknow that opposition has been raised because of concerns regarding traffic and the number of childrenwho would
be served at this location. As with everything, we have to &k curseleswhat wewant to prioritize. Iscongestion during
limited hours more mportant than early childnood education? When wesay "there will be too many children in this
building," what does that mean for the familieswhose children we refuseto make room for? Of course, we must be
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dilgent to address unintended conseqguences and make sure that we minimize mpact on the mmed gte commun iy,
but the highest priority should be providing our children and families with equal opportunity for success. We tak often
about an achievement gap in our public schook, but what wereally have & an opportunity gap. I begins in preschool,
and we havethe chance to move toward closing & Let's have the courage & a community to do just that, and ensure
that all our children have accessto a high quality, affordable, ear iy chidhood educaion experience.

Thank you for your atention,
Zoe Lentz, Cheikh & Talla Mgom



